Kids' History of Flight
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People have been thinking and
talking about flight for a long time.
Thousands of years ago, the Greeks told a
story about a man named Daedalus and
his son lcarus who tried to fly by covering
themselves with feathers. It didn't actually
happen, but it shows us that people were
curious about flying.

lcarus, over 2000 years ago
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About 500 years ago, an artist and philosopher named Leonardo
Da Vinci scientifically studied how things fly. He was the first person we
know of who did this. He made sketches of a flying machine called an
ornithopter (which means “bird-machine”). The machine was a set of
wings that a man would tie to his arms and legs. Da Vinci believed that
when a person wearing the wings flapped his arms and legs, he would
fly like a bird. Da Vinci never built an ornithopter, but if he had, it would
not have worked. People cannot fly like birds because we are too
heavy and our muscles are not strong enough to lift us in the air.
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